
PPiinnaall  CCoouunnttyy  SShheerriiffff’’ss  OOffffiiccee  
   Paul Babeu                  

          Sheriff      

  
February 14, 2011 

  
         

Arturo R. Garino, Mayor of Nogales, AZ 

Juan C. Escamilla, Mayor of San Luis, AZ 

Dr. Michael Gomez, Mayor of Douglas, AZ 

 

 

Dear Mayors,  

 

Pinal County is the number one pass through county in the United States for drug and human 

smuggling.  Our pursuits and drug seizures tied to drug and human trafficking far exceed those 

of the all four border counties.  The threat from an unsecured border is real, where 241,000 

illegals were apprehended last year by the border patrol and an additional 400,000 got away just 

in Arizona alone!  These are failing grades by anyone's score card.   

  

You speak of improved safety, yet Pinal County has doubled the confiscation of drugs, calls to 

the Border Patrol and has had 340 vehicle pursuits in 2010 - up from 289 the year before and 140 

the year prior.  We have a serious public safety threat in my county, due to an unsecured border 

with Mexico and our nation’s citizens should be highly concerned about the more dangerous 

national security threat that is presented with other than Mexicans (OTM's) and persons from 

countries of interest (foreign countries that harbor/sponsor terrorist and actively speak against 

America and our values).   

  

Year Pounds of Seized Marijuana Pursuits Calls to the US Border Patrol 

2007  28,093       142     188 

2008  19,619       140     169 

2009  44,963       289     270 

2010  44,819       340     370 

 

Sadly, these numbers do not reflect other violence or violent crimes related to drug smuggling 

that has taken place during the past year; including, two officer involved shootings, the execution 

of a drug cartel member in Casa Grande and the killing of two illegals transporting drugs (killed 

by bandits or competing Cartel), a man who was kidnapped in Phoenix and because he was 

unable to meet the ransom demand - was shot twice in the back in the Vekol Valley, as well as 

another victim who was stabbed in Casa Grande as part of a “Cartel Hit.” 

 

On the human smuggling side of this issue, my deputies have acted with great heroism and 

risked their own lives to save the lives of illegals who have been abandoned by their “Coyotes.”  

Pinal County Sheriff’s Deputy Russell Warren jumped into a deep canal to save five Hondurans, 

while five others could not be saved and drowned.  Deputy Warren nearly drowned himself as he 

fought to save the five survivors and said, “Sheriff, the Coyotes ran away from the cries for help 



and Deputy Hernandez and I ran to help them.”  Deputy Warren’s statement sums up the true 

measure of the men and women that I’m proud to lead.  They have been put in increasingly grave 

danger due to our unsecured border with Mexico.   

 

Another case includes a six and eleven-year-old who were abandoned by “Coyotes” and forced 

to drink their own urine for two days in order to survive.  I forgot to mention they were 

abandoned along with their parents, since they were too slow for the main group, so they were 

simply discarded and left to die in the desert.  Where is your outrage and concern for these 

victims and the many other crimes committed against illegal immigrants?   

 

Just this week, the US Department of Homeland Security confirmed that Pinal County has a 

minimum of 75-100 mountains/high terrain features that are occupied by “Scouts, or lookouts” 

for the Mexican Drug Cartels.  How have we arrived at this point in America that this has 

become acceptable to have foreign born criminals controlling the safe passage of drugs and other 

illegal activities in an entire region of our Arizona?   

 

Feel free to “drink the Kool-Aid” of Janet Napolitano, Dennis Burke and Barak Obama all day 

long, yet this threat to America remains, until our border is secured.  Their agenda is clear – they 

want “immigration reform” and must convince the public that everything is just fine.  The 

complexities of this problem will not be solved by SB1070, employer sanctions, lawsuits, other 

future interior enforcement measures, or even thousands of new Border Patrol Agents.  We must 

secure the border.  This is achieved by the McCain/Kyl 10 Point Border Security Plan.  Only 

then can we have a reasonable discussion about “immigration reform.”   For your review, I have 

included a copy of the McCain/Kyl 10 Point Border Security Plan. 

  

If your intent was to establish dialogue with me, you would have called, or at least waited for 

your letter to arrive by mail at my office, prior to releasing it to the media.  You have done the 

very thing they accuse me of doing.  I do not represent you, or the citizens of your community, 

yet I do represent the nearly 400,000 citizens of my county and the viewpoint of the solid 

majority of Arizonans, who laugh at Secretary Napolitano's suggestion that our border is more 

secure than ever. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Paul Babeu, Sheriff 

Pinal County, Arizona 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENATORS McCAIN AND KYL ANNOUNCE BORDER SECURITY PLAN 

10-Point Plan To Better Secure The U.S.-Mexico Border In Arizona 

April 20, 2010 

Washington, D.C. – U.S. Senators John McCain (R-AZ) and Jon Kyl (R-AZ) were joined today 

by Arizona Sheriffs Larry Dever, Cochise County and Paul Babeu, Pinal County in introducing a 

10-point comprehensive border security plan to combat illegal immigration, drug and alien 

smuggling, and violent activity along the southwest border. 

 

 

 
 

Senators McCain and Kyl’s Ten Point Border Security Action Plan: 
 

1)      Immediately deploy 3,000 National Guard Troops along the Arizona/Mexico border, along 

with appropriate surveillance platforms, which shall remain in place until the Governor of 

Arizona certifies, after consulting with state, local and tribal law enforcement, that the 

Federal Government has achieved operational control of the border.  Permanently add 

3,000 Custom and Border Protection Agents to the Arizona/Mexico border by 2015.  

2)      Fully fund and support Operation Streamline in Arizona’s two Border Patrol Sectors to, at 

a minimum, ensure that repeat illegal border crossers go to  jail for 15 to 60 days.  Where 

Operation Streamline has been implemented, the number of illegal crossings has decreased 

significantly.  Require the Obama Administration to complete a required report detailing 

the justice and enforcement resources needed to fully fund this program.  Fully reimburse 

localities for any related detention costs.  

3)      Provide $100M, an increase of $40M, for Operation Stonegarden, a program that provides 

grants and reimbursement to Arizona’s border law enforcement for additional personnel, 

overtime, travel and other related costs related to illegal immigration and drug smuggling 

along the border.  



4)      Offer Hardship Duty Pay to Border Patrol Agents assigned to rural, high-trafficked areas, 

such as the CBP Willcox and Douglas Stations in the Tucson Sector.  

5)      Complete the 700 miles of fencing along the border with Mexico and construct double- 

and triple- layer fencing at appropriate locations along the Arizona-Mexico border.  

6)      Substantially increase the 25 mobile surveillance systems and three Predator B Unmanned 

Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) in place today along the Arizona/Mexico border and ensure the 

border patrol has the resources necessary to operate the UAVs 24 hours a day seven days a 

week.  Send additional fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters to the Arizona-Mexico Border.  

7)      Increase funding for vital radio communications and interoperability between CBP and 

state, local, and tribal law enforcement to assist in apprehensions along the border.  

8)      Provide funding for additional Border Patrol stations in the Tucson Sector and explore the 

possibility of an additional Border Patrol sector for Arizona.  Create six additional 

permanent Border Patrol Forward Operating Bases, and provide funding to upgrade the 

existing bases to include modular buildings, electricity and potable water.  Complete 

construction of the planned permanent checkpoint in Arizona.  Deploy additional 

temporary roving checkpoints and increase horse patrols throughout the Tucson Sector.   

9)      Require the Federal government to fully reimburse state and local governments for the costs 

of incarcerating criminal aliens. Start by at least funding the State Criminal Alien Assistance 

Program (SCAAP) at its authorized level of $950 million.  

10)  Place one full-time Federal Magistrate in Cochise County and provide full funding for and 

authorization of the Southwest Border Prosecution Initiative to reimburse state, county, 

tribal, and municipal governments for costs associated with the prosecution and pre-trial 

detention of federally-initiated criminal cases declined by local offices of the United States 

Attorneys.  

###  

 

 

 

 


